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Limits of Liability / Disclaimer of Warranty: 


The authors and publisher of this book and the accompanying materials have used their 
best efforts in preparing this program. The authors and publisher make no 
representation or warranties with respect to the accuracy, applicability, fitness, or 
completeness of the contents of this program. They disclaim any warranties (expressed 
or implied), merchantability, or fitness for any particular purpose. The authors and the 
publisher shall in no event be held liable for any loss or other damages, including but 
not limited to special, incidental, consequential, or other damages. As always, the 
advice of a competent legal, tax, accounting or other professional should be sought. 


The authors and publisher do not warrant the performance, effectiveness, or 
applicability of any sites listed in this book. All links are for information purposes only 
and are not warranted for content, accuracy or any other implied or explicit purpose. 


The material in this manual does not constitute legal advice, only the author’s 
interpretation of the laws involved as he understands them. As always, legal advice 
should be obtained from a competent legal professional in any business venture. 


This manual contains material protected under International and Federal Copyright 
Laws and Treaties. Any unauthorized reprint or use of this material is prohibited. 


HAVE A GROOVY DAY! 
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Introduction 
Dear Reader, 


Welcome aboard the fifth issue of "Public Domain 
Treasure Hunter Magazine", the only digital 
magazine exploring ingeniously creative and 
outrageously lucrative ways to profit from the 
public domain! This magazine is dedicated to 
exploring unique and little known ways to 
repackage and republish public domain material 
for fun and profit. 


Have you ever stopped to consider the sheer 
amount of newspapers published worldwide in the 
last few centuries? Even in the U.S. alone the 
number is huge! 


There were millions of newspapers published 
before 1923 and every one of them is in the public 
domain. Millions more were published in the U.S. 
between 1923 and 1963 with out timely copyright 
renewal. 


Imagine this - a daily newspaper published in the U.S. between 1923-1963 would 
have its very first issue come up for copyright renewal 28 years later right? 


The second daily issue would come up for renewal the day after that and so on 
and so on. Issues would be coming up for renewal every single day for the entire 
remaining run of the paper (at least until 1963 anyway). 


The newspaper would have to have a dedicated full-time staff at the copyright 
office just to keep track of all the renewals and make Sure every issue was 
renewed on time! Even keeping up with renewals for weekly or monthly papers 
would be extremely difficult to manage. 


Also, it was common for newspaper publishers to believe that their papers didn’t 
have any commercial value after 28 years had passed. 
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The time, cost, and hassle involved with renewing combined with the perceived 
lack of commercial value, are the two main reasons why not many of the millions 
of newspapers published in the U.S. between 1923-1963 were renewed. 
This is great news for us because it leaves behind a massive stockpile of 
newspaper content in the public domain for us to dive into and legally use as 
content for our own projects! 
In this issue of “Public Domain Treasure Hunter Magazine”, we’re going to be 
discussing how and why you should be using public domain newspapers in your 
publishing business as a rich source of practically never ending content. 
Here’s what’s in store for you in this issue... 

What Good Are Old Public Domain Newspapers Anyway? 

So What Can | Do With Old Public Domain Newspapers? 


Some Things To Watch Out For When Using Public Domain 
Newspapers As Content... 


What’s Public Domain? You Know The Drill... 

How To Find Tons Of Public Domain Newspapers Online... 
This special double-sized issue is our little Christmas gift to you. We sincerely hope 
that you enjoy it and that you are able to take what you learn here and start 


utilizing Public Domain Newspaper content to enhance your own product creations. 


From our families to yours, we wish you a warm and joyful Christmas holiday! 


/ / / ] & 
pgan jrdeiu Oeha. 
/ 


Editors and Contributors, “Public Domain Treasure Hunter Magazine” 
http://www.PublicDomainTreasureHunter.com 
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What Good Are Old Public Domain Newspapers Anyway? 


Now, | know what you’re thinking - old 
newspapers? What the heck would | possibly want 
with those? Nobody cares about news from 100 
years ago! 


True, true my friend. Much old newspaper content 
is outdated simply due to the fact that 
newspapers do exactly as the name implies - they 
report the latest news! 


And of course, if the paper was published in 1909 
well - it ain’t exactly hot breaking news 
anymore! |’ll give you that one. 


But... 


Newspapers contain much, much more than just current events and regional 
happenings. They contain a lot of other things that interest readers as well like 
articles concerning more timeless, “evergreen” topics. 


Topics like... 


Making Money 
Astrology & the Occult 
Health 

Cooking 

Magic 

Exercise & Fitness 
Handicrafts of all kinds 
Beauty Secrets 

Sex 

Psychology 

Investing 

Losing Weight 


(Source: The Accumulated Wisdom of Mail Order: What Sells & What Doesn't, a Thirty Year Record by Eugene M. Schwartz) 


l’ve also personally been successful in finding tons of great relevant articles on 
topics like... 
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Balding / Hair Loss 

Pet Care 

Baby Care 

Home / Herbal Remedies 
Gardening / Lawn Care 
Golf & Other Sports 
Hobbies of all sorts 
Fishing & Hunting 
Manners & Ettiquette 


In short, don’t discount old newspapers as a potential source of great public 
domain content. Nothing could be farther from the truth! 


And of course, if you are putting something together about a historical event that 
happened or you are writing about the history of a certain topic, then there is 
simply no better source of content than public domain newspapers for great 
articles that give the scoop on what “really” happened and what the common 
perspective was on those events at that time. 


Plus, public domain newspapers are a terrific source of photographs for these 
historical projects! 


True, because of the printing process used in the production of newspapers, the 
photographs aren’t usually the best quality but many times you can find photos in 
public domain newspapers that you just can’t find anywhere else and they just 
may be perfect for your project. 
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So What Can | Do With Old Public Domain Newspapers? 
Newspapers are big collections of what primarily? 
* Articles! 


® Articles are small bite-size collections of roughly 
300-900 words with one intent - to convey helpful 
information quickly about a specific topic. 


Sound familiar? There are an almost unlimited 
number of uses for newspaper articles but they 
can most effectively be used as sources of 

, material for... 


Blog posts 

Articles for submission to article directories 
Articles for submission to ezines 

Content for your HubPages 

Content for your Squidoo Lenses 

Content for your autoresponders 

Content for your ebooks and special reports 
Content for your web pages 

Content for just about ANYTHING you can imagine! 


If you are hunting for information that you can republish for specific niches, old 
newspaper articles can work extremely well as a rich source of pubic domain 
material. 


And if you are writing about something historical - a person, place, or event - 
then why not back up your writing with actual examples of stuff from the past? Old 
newspaper articles work great for this and they look great along side your writing. 
Nothing lends authority to something you’ve written like backing it up with a 
newspaper article about the subject. 


And if you’re into using old public domain materials to create scrapbook materials 
for resale, or just want inject a feeling of nostalgia into your project then look no 
further than the bonanza of public domain newspapers out there. 
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There are millions of newspapers spanning hundreds of years in the public domain 
and thanks to the magic of the internet, OCR technology, and the efforts of some 
really, really dedicated people, much of this goldmine of content is available 
online. 


Here’s a few more examples of the kinds of things you can do with public domain 
newspapers reprinted with the kind permission of Avril Harper from her 


wonderful book, “Amazing Ways To Make Money Fast From The Public 
Domain”... 





Reprint Famous Event Newspapers 


There is a good market for reproduction early newspapers especially special 
headline publications. These are always popular at particular anniversary times, 
such as 100 years since a fire at the warehouse in some specific location (sell 
illustrations and text to local newspaper editors and after a few weeks Sell copies 
through local tourist outlets); 50 years since some well-known person died, and so 
on. You'll find these newspapers available for low prices at auctions and flea 
markets, purely because most traders buy them to sell soon afterwards and don’t 
realise the enormous potential of actually recreating saleable products from public 
domain texts. 











Ephemera and Other Paper Collectibles 


Ephemera describes items with a short shelf life, such as newspapers and theatre 
programmes, tickets and invitations, which were usually used and discarded 
immediately afterwards. Original items sell well to collectors on eBay but there is 
another type of collector who doesn’t mind if the items are old or new, recent or 
vintage. That person simply wants information about specific subjects or places 
and might pay handsomely for copies of early paper items relating to his special 
interest. 


| know this for certain because a year or so back | obtained a large number of 
early newspapers, from the 1830s and 1840s. The originals sold at high prices and 
many disappointed non-winning bidders emailed to ask if |’d copy items for them 
before sending it to the winning bidder. | did this and found people happy to pay 
ten or twenty dollars for a paper reprint or for the item to be recreated as a 
download or on CD. Once done | realised the amazing profits awaiting me for 
original items which, once the originals themselves are sold, could be scanned and 
resold as reproduction items. 
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Some Things To Watch Out For When Using Public Domain 
Newspapers As Content... 


1) Watch out for bad facts - Remember that our understanding of things is 
constantly evolving. At one point we held the belief that the world is flat. 
You will sometimes find things being reported as facts that have since been 
proven untrue (Sometimes to point of absurdity). 


This is where it’s very helpful to know your topic and know your market. You 
don’t have to be an expert by any means but you should be able to 
recognize a falsehood when you see it so that you can correct it (or 
sometimes its fun to point it out). You have to decide what’s still relevant 
and what’s not after all you do have a responsibility to your audience. 


Newspapers are considered “collective works” - a collective work is a 
larger work consisting of smaller sometimes independently copyrighted 
works. Many periodicals such as magazines and newspapers are considered 
collective works because they are the sum total of many smaller parts, the 
smaller parts being articles and photographs for the most part. 


Often times when dealing with magazines for instance you encounter what | 
call “the double copyright dilemma”. First you have to check to make sure 
that the magazine as a whole is in the public domain, and then you have to 
check to verify that an individual article is in the public domain as well 
before you can use it. 


If a magazine failed to renew its copyrights, it’s in the public domain. 
However, if an article inside that magazine registered for and renewed it’s 
own separate copyright then that article is off limits regardless of whether 
the magazine as a whole is in the public domain or not. If the magazine did 
renew on time, then the articles and photos inside that magazine are 
protected by default. 


With magazines, this is quite common - you simply must check to make 
sure that the magazine is in the public domain as well as the article you plan 
on using as often times the magazine did not own the copyrights to the 
material it was publishing. 


The same principle applies to newspapers as well, however it’s not nearly as 
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common to find a newspaper article retaining separate copyright protection. 
Historically, most newspapers maintained work-for-hire practices meaning 
that they employed staff writers and photographs to create the content for 
the paper. 


These writers and photographers gave up any rights to the material 
produced for the paper while being employed by the paper. The newspaper 
owned the copyrights to all material produced by its employees. 


Some papers would give credit to the person that created the material by 
adding the author or photographer’s name to the material but this was not 
required by any means. 


You have to remember that this was long before there was such a thing as 
syndicated newspaper columnists that retain copyright ownership of their 
own works. Many papers still operate this way even today. 


Even with that being said, it is still possible that an article in an old 
newspaper maintains its own copyright protection. The fact is that articles 
and photographs in a newspaper are NOT required by U.S. copyright law 
to maintain their own separate copyright notices. It’s sufficient that the 
newspaper had a copyright notice on its front page. This is enough to 
protect the individual content inside. 


Understanding this is important when working with any newspapers 
published in the U.S. between 1923 and 1963. 


In general, if you find a public domain newspaper with an article in it that 
you would like to use, if that article had no author listed, you are safe to use 
it. 


If that article does have an author listed and there is no indication that the 
author is a staff writer, you'll want to verify the copyright status of the 
article itself as well by searching for copyright renewals under that authors 
name in the same years that you would check for the newspapers copyright 
renewal. The article or photograph would share the same publication date as 
the newspaper that it was found in. 


9 times out of 10 this won’t be an issue. For safety sake, | would 
recommend being thorough and checking anyway. 
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3) Trademark Issues / Publicity Rights - Trademark Laws and Publicity 
Rights generally only apply when attempting to use public domain 
newspaper photographs or illustrations in newly produced advertisements or 
visual merchandise of your own. 


For instance, the front grill of a Rolls-Royce is a registered trademark. Being 
such, you'd likely be violating Roll-Royce’s trademark protection if you use a 
photograph of a Rolls-Royce in your own advertising or in the production of 
visual merchandise like t-shirts, coffee mugs, mouse pads, and such - eve if 
the photo itself is in the public domain. 


Publicity rights are right held by people (usually celebrities) that allow them 
to dictate how their image can be used with certain limitations. Generally, 
publicity rights can only be enforced in the case where their image is being 
used for commercial purposes such as advertising and visual merchandise. 


For instance, let’s say you find a public domain newspaper photo of J ohn 
Wayne. You'd be violating publicity rights if you used this photo in the 
creation of an advertisement or visual merchandise such as a t-shirt or 
poster without getting permission from J ohn Wayne’s estate first. 


It’s important to understand that trademark law and publicity rights only 
restrict your use of public domain photos in advertising and the creation of 
visual merchandise. 


You do not have to worry about these things if you are using a public 
domain article or photograph for informational purposes such as in ebooks, 
websites, or any other written form. 


Your use of any public domain material in this way is protected by the First 
Amendment of the Constitution of the United Stated - freedom speech and 
freedom of the press, folks. 


Mechanical Reproductions of Public Domain Newspapers Are NOT 
Copyrightable - Simply taking a work that is in the public domain and 
creating an exact "mechanical reproduction" of it (Scanning it into a 
computer, copying it on a copy machine, etc.) does not meet the "minimal 
creativity" requirements needed to be able to copyright the work as dictated 
by U.S. Copyright Law and enforced time and time again in courts 
throughout the country. 
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No creativity is required to simply produce an exact facsimile of a public 
domain work by scanning it into a computer therefore no one can claim 
copyright ownership of exact reproductions of public domain material. 


The reason | mention this here is because as you are searching for 
newspaper material in the public domain you are very likely to encounter 
copyright notices on reproductions of these newspapers. 


When dealing with newspapers on microfilm, you will probably see a 
copyright notice on the microfilm itself. When dealing with digital downloads 
you may find copyright notices on either the PDF document itself or see a 
notice on the website it came from claiming copyright. 


If you are sure that the material is safely in the public domain you can 
ignore these notices for the reasons | already explained. 


5) Special Rules For Advertisements - unlike articles and photos which are 
not required to have separate copyright notices, advertisements in 
newspapers WERE required to maintain a separate copyright notice. 


If an ad in your public domain newspaper does not contain a notice (or an 
improper notice for that matter) then it’s in the public domain as well. If it 
does maintain a notice then you'll have to check for renewal if you plan on 
using it somewhere. J ust remember that depending on how you are going to 
use the ad, you may also be subject to trademark laws as described above 
in #3. 


On a related note, if you are looking for public domain ads from the 20's, 
30's, 40’s, etc, public domain newspapers are a goldmine of examples of 
direct response copy in a short ad format. 
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What’s Public Domain? You Know The Drill... 


1) Any newspaper (and the content therein) published in the U.S. before 1923 
is in the public domain - period. 


2) Any newspaper published (and the content therein)in the U.S. between 
1923 and 1963 is in the public domain if it's copyright was not renewed 28 
years after publication ** 


3) Any newspaper published in the U.S. before 1978 without a valid 
copyright notice is in the public domain ** 


4) Any newspaper published outside of the U.S. before 1909 is in the public 
domain 


5) Any newspaper published outside of the U.S. before 1923 with a valid 
copyright notice is in the public domain. 


6) Newspapers published outside of the U.S. were never required to maintain 
a copyright notice of any kind. To determine if a newspaper published in 
another country is in the public domain in your country of origin, a detailed 
understanding of the copyright durations of both countries is advisable. 


** NOTE: |n some cases it is possible that an individual article or photograph 
within a newspaper could have carried its own copyright protection so you'll 
have to check for that (See #2 above). 
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How To Find Tons Of Public Domain Newspapers Online... 


There are a ton of online resources for finding 
old public domain newspapers - in fact, there 
are SO many great resources for these things 
that you can very quickly become overwhelmed 
with all of the possibilities! You'll find a lot here 
but this is literally just the tip of the iceberg. 


Here, we’re going to show you the three online 
newspaper repositories that we personally use 
the most, giving you guided tours through 2 of 
them. 


Also, keep in mind that you can usually gain 
access to a huge amount of newspapers from 
your region just by visiting your local library. 
Often times your local library will have archives 
of old newspapers from your area on microfilm. 


Or you may find that just having a library card will get you access to a library 
website where you can access a treasure trove of local newspapers free of 
charge. My friend Mr. Lund in Chicago recently discovered that he could access 
the entire archives of the Chicago Tribune through the Chicago Public 
Library’s website. 


All he had to do was visit the library, get a library card, and now he can dig 
through an huge stock- pile of great public domain material right from the 
library’s website! Then he used what he found to create a book that he sells on 
Amazon. The newspaper material he found made for a really special book! 


A note about finding old newspapers in the offline world... 


This is just my opinion, but personally | don’t spend any time digging around 
for old newspapers offline. One reason | don’t is because there is no way to 
search a whole newspaper fast - you literally have to scan the paper from front 
page to last to know what content is in it. | like the online versions because in 
many cases the newspapers have been digitized in such a way as to make the 
text searchable. This means you can search through millions of articles quickly 
using keywords. Plus, | don’t like getting black ink all over my fingers! © 
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NewspaperARCHI VE.com 
http: //www.newspaperarchive.com 





NewspaperARCHIVE@com 


Today In History HLeyond Fhe Headiines My Story Advanced Search Hrowse Avelebte Papers 


tasily Pent Over 2.09 Million Names © Over HOT_48 Million Articles © 747 Cities © 240 Years ¢ 2.867 Titles } Crter Meneis) o Keynes, ao 


Everyone has a story... 


Tornadoes Rip Through the Midwest reed more 











NewspaperARCHIVE.com is hands down my most trusted source for public 
domain newspapers simply because | can get in and find what | need relatively 
quickly and easily without having to spend all day digging around the internet. 


As the tag line at the top of their site says their newspaper archive gives you 
access to over 2.69 billion names and over 897.48 million articles. The 
papers in this archive represent 747 cities and 2,867 titles spanning 240 
years of history. 


The archive represents mostly U.S. published newspapers but they all have a 
tons of papers from Algeria, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Ireland, 
Italy, Jamaica, Japan, South Africa, Tunisia, the U.K., and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. 


There’s a charge for access to their database. It basically works out to $7.99 
per month if you pay by the year. You can also get a 10 day pass for $29.95 
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if you just want to check it out without the full commitment. If you decide that 
it’s worth the investment, then they will apply that $29.95 towards your full 
year payment. There’s also another option that let’s you pay monthly if you 
give them $39.95 upfront and then it’s just $9.95 per month for access. Let 
me give you a quick tour of how this bad boy works... 


First, | login then | always go straight to the “Advanced Search” tab. 


See next page... 
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Advanced Search 
Need Help? Advanced Search Tools 


ENTER NAME 


First Name harry <— 
Last Name houdini <. 


ENTER KEYWORD(S) 


With all of the words magic £-— 


With the exact phrase 
With at least one of the words 


Without the w 


Results per Page 30 ¥ 


NARROW BY PUBLICATION DATE (SELECT ONE) 


© All Dates 


© Exact Date Year ¥)|Month v||Day ¥ 


SS Between Years 1759 ¥| and (1963 ¥ 
TT oe 


NARROW BY PUBLICATION LOCATION 


Country | All 
State All ¥ 


City All ¥ 





Publication All ¥ 


Searching through the archive is quick and dirt simple... 








If you’re searching for a particular name, you just enter in the person’s first and 
last name (I’m currently searching for articles about Harry Houdini for a 
project |’m working on so | figured | would kill two birds with one stone). 
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Most of the time when | am hunting for niche specific articles | leave the name 
field blank and search by keywords. As an example, notice that | put “magic” 
in the keyword field. You can also search by exact phrase. 


| like to display the maximum results per page which in this case is 30. 

For our public domain purposes | limit the dates of publication from the earliest 
possible (1759 in this archive) all the way to the last possible year for public 
domain potentiality (1963). 

If you don’t feel like having to check for copyright renewals, limit your search to 
an end date of 1922 since everything published in the U.S. before 1923 is in 
the public domain. 


You can also limit searches by country but | usually leave this wide open. 


Then you just click on search and watch the results come rolling in... 





NewspaperARCHIVEecom 


Home Today In History Beyond The Headlines My Story Advanced Search 


Easily Find Over 2.69 Billion Names « Over 897.48 Million Articles « 747 Cities © 240 Years ¢ 2,867 Titles 


Search Results Sort by Aelevance - 
You Searched for: “harry houdini” Results Per Page| 30 ¥ 
You Narrowed Sy: 1759 - 1963 


Showing 1-30 of 2,582 Results Save Selected Results | Save Search 


a 


2 News and Tribune, The 

magician and es cape artist whose hobby in life was exposing spintualist frauds died on 
Halloween 24 years ago This year as every year since I his death 2 small group of close friends plus 
newspapermen and photographers will gather in ant appowted unannounced place to | wait a possible 
manifestation from Houdini on the other side of the with candies and everything Sud dently there was a loud 
of the dom ecven unused for years had snapped Hasnt Found Dunninger says i 


auneey ber 29. i950 Jetfersen Cry, seascun 


q Constitution Tribune 

with les wife when he died was repeated in a trance by a medium Tuesday to Mrs tion master 
magician and arch foe of spiritualism while he lrved add ed to the message the medium There is no It was 
last request that his wife attempt to reach him at a seance If a medium could repeat Isaid Last Saturday 
Arthur Ford miraster of the First Spiritualist church here and editor of received part of the code message 
from Hou dinis spirit Today he visited Mrs Houdini at her home Wit 








ed ' 
Wedresiay, January 09, 1929 Chillicothe, Meseur 
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So I’ve got 2,582 results from the name “Harry Houdini”, plenty of material 
to pull from. If | need to refine my search further | can but for the sake of this 
example, I’ll keep going with this. 


Now, | admit there is one thing that’s always drove me nuts about the ways the 
results are displayed and | wish | could figure out a way to change it - the 
results display the title of the actual newspaper that the article was found in, 
not the title of the article itself. | would much rather see the title of the article 
since | don’t really care which newspaper the article was published in (at least 
not initially) but I’ve learned to live with that. 


At this point you can pick and choose what interests you by reading the 
segments taken from the articles themselves as displayed here in the search 
results. 


Clicking on a title will allow you actually view the page in the newspaper where 
the article containing your name or keywords was found... 


We'll click on the first entry - an article from the Sunday, October 29", 1950 
edition of “The News and Tribune” from Jefferson City, Missouri. 
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Thanks to the NewpaperArchive.com’s special viewer, you can see a PDF 
version of the entire page on your screen. You may have to scroll around a little 
to find your article but it’s there, | promise! 


My article is right here... 
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You can save a PDF copy of this page to your computer very easily. 


Will | use this article? Well, | don’t know yet. After | read through it, first 1’ll 
decide if it’s something I’m interested in using. If it is than I'll need to go check 
with the copyright office to see if the paper was renewed in its 28th year after 
publication. 


Notice that there is no author credited (which is quite common) so in this case 
I’m only concerned with whether or not the paper as a whole was renewed. 
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Because this paper was published in the U.S. in 1950 (remember, transitional 
year for the copyright office renewal records), |’ll need to check for a renewal 
record in both the Catalog of Copyright Entries and the online renewal 
records database at Copyright.gov. 


To learn more about how to perform proper copyright research for determining 
the copyright status of any potential public domain work, see our Public Domain 
Treasure Hunter’s Kit at the following link... 


http: //www.PublicDomainTreasureHunter.com/kit.html 
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Ancestory.com 


http://www.ancestory.com 


— 
<pi ancestry Pal 


oe te 
All About Historical Records 


As treweant« end exciting as leeedy hivtory may bw, the trwth iy, ts beved apo 
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How can you fing your | ancestors in historical records? 
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Here are some defeats ov specific historical recoris: 











1’m a big fan of this one as well. They have an incredible collection of 
newspapers and all sorts of other historical documents as well. Here’s the scoop 
straight from the horse’s mouth... 


“Ancestry.com is the world’s largest online collection of historical records. 


Newspapers and Periodicals - Explore more than seven million pages in the 
web’s largest collection of newspapers covering hundreds of years of history. 
Find family members in wedding and birth announcements, obituaries, legal 
notices, classifieds and more. 


Many Other Useful Records - Ancestry.com also has millions of birth, 
marriage and death records, African American records, family and local 
histories, plus historical maps of America, photos from the mid-1800s, over 
250,000 U.S. Library of Congress images, millions of member-contributed 
photos and audio stories - and so much more. 
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Obituary Collection - This database is a compilation of obituaries published in 
U.S. newspapers, collected from various online sources. Obituaries can vary in 
the amount of information they contain, but many of them are genealogical 
goldmines, including information such as names, dates, places of birth and 
death, marriage information, and family relationships.” 


This is another REALLY good one for lots of reasons mainly because they have a 
lot more than just newspapers here. 


1’m a big fan the Obituary Collection as it’s another great resource for 
tracking down the year that an author died especially if all other means have 
failed you. 


You can get a free 14-day pass to check things out and if you’re inclined to go 
beyond that it’s very reasonably priced for what you get - see pricing for 
details. 


They have a fantastic newspaper archive. Keep in mind that the entire site is 
geared towards genealogy but that doesn’t mean that it won’t serve our 
purposes for finding great public domain material. 
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The New York Times Archive 1851 - 1980 
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?srchst=p 


“If you are looking for a New York Times article published from Sept. 1851 to 
Dec. 1980, search our Article Archive: 1851-1980. Articles in the Public Domain 
(1851-1922) are free.” 


You have to register an account with the site but don’t worry, it’s free. Here’s 
how to search the site for public domain material... 


Open the link above, enter your keywords, and then click on the “Advanced” 
button as show below... 





The New York Eimes | Archive 1851-1980 


Your Search: |dog training NYT Archive 1851-1980 ¥ Search 


This will reveal a new set of fields where you can specify date range as shown 
below. Notice that the from date starts at 1851 (when the New York Times 
began publication). 


You'll want to crank that end date down to December 31, 1922 since anything 
published in the U.S. before 1923 is in the public domain. Don’t bother 
searching here for anything past 1923 as The New York Times was one of the 
astonishingly few newspapers that actually religiously renewed their copyrights. 





Ehe New YorkEimes | Archive 1851-1980 


Your Search: |dog training NYT Archive 1851-1980 || Search | “2+25%%2 


Headline: 


Author: (Optional 


From: | September ¥ | 18 ¥|| 1851 ¥ to |December ¥ | 31 wuz o 


When you’re done, click on the “Search” button. 
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You'll get a list of results by article name like this one (notice the date)... 


DOU Ulesses, anu 





February 13, 1906 - Anicle 


aCe S Any Doo Can Learn, With a Little Patience and a Few Simple Rules the Dullast Can Ba Tauaht > OF| 
IS a very simple matter to teach any ordinary dog to perform @ surprising number of tricks. By following a few simple rul€s any 


one can train a dog, for instance, to bring one's slippers or hide a handkerchief, to sd up or lie down at the word of comm 
January 16, 1910 -Article 








Clicking on an article title link will bring you to another page providing a bit 
more info, usually the first paragraph of the article. 


Clicking on the “View Full Article” button will launch the article in your 
browser in PDF format. From there, you can save it if you wish. 





Article Preview 


Tricks Any Dog Can Learn; With a Little Patience and a 
Few Simple Rules the Dullest Can Be Taught. 


January 16, 1910, Sunda 

ection: MAGAZINE SECTION, Page SMS. 1573 word 3] E-MAIL 
IT IS a veryfimple matter to teach any ordinary dog to perform a 
surprising nfimber of tricks. By following a few simple rules any one 
can train a gog, for instance, to bring one's slippers or hide a handkerchief, to sit up or lie 
down at th word of command. The training of a regular trick dog for the theatre or publi 
exhibitiong is, of course, a far more difficult task. 


* Note: This article will open in PDF format. Get Adobe Acrobat Reader or Learn More » 
—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—«—<K—<s¥—_—«K«—<—s—<<—<—————<—<<K<K§<§—§<—K—KLKJK—q<——— 











The thing | want you to notice is the copyright notice at the bottom of each of 
these articles. 


This is laughable. They know it and we know it. This stuff is in the public 
domain and simply creating a mechanical reproduction of it is not enough to 
allow copyright protection for a digital version - may as well have photocopied 
it on a Xerox machine. But hey, you can’t blame them for trying! 
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In Conclusion... 


So, what do you think? 


Do old Public Domain Newspapers have any useful place in your modern internet- 
based publishing company? 


We hope that this issue of “Treasure Hunter” has helped you come to the same 
conclusion that we came to several years ago - a loud and clear, “Hell Yeah!”. 


There are so many great things you can do with Public Domain newspapers. We’ve 
literally only just scratched the surface here. There’s been entire successful 
businesses built around nothing but old newspapers. 


And it’s no small wonder - newspaper content makes up the bulk of the written 
material published over the last century. While magazines were being published 
monthly or even weekly, and books were being published at random intervals, 
many newspapers we’re being published daily all over the world! 


That’s a ton on content! 

As we said earlier, if you are looking for public domain content to support and 
illustrate a project of yours which covers a specific event that took place in history, 
then look no farther than public domain newspapers. You'll find a rich landscape of 
material patiently waiting for you to make valuable use of it again. 


Have a wonderful Christmas and we'll see you in 2009! 


Warmly, 


Hy An ‘is og Obra 


“Captain” Logan Andrew THAT Public Domain Diva 


Editors and Contributors, “Public Domain Treasure Hunter Magazine” 
http ://www.PublicDomainTreasureHunter.com 
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"How To Make Money Republishing 
Copyright-Expired Books, Magazines, 
Photos, & More..." 


Once You Know How To Identify, Repackage and Market These 
Copyright-FREE Treasures, You'll Have A Serious GOLDMINE 
Of Unlimited Niche Content On Your Hands! 





\ Click Here Now To Find Out More... 








